
Kidston gets special status
THE state government has
given special status to the
$1.05 billion Kidston hydro
and solar project to reduce
“red tape” road blocks and
give the project even greater
certainty.

Premier Annastacia Pa-
laszczuk said the project now
had critical infrastructure
status with Kidston’s 50MW
first stage solar farm already
under construction.

“This decision highlights
our commitment to generate
50 per cent of Queensland’s
electricity needs from re-
newable energy by 2030 and
the job-generating effect

that action will have,” Ms Pa-
laszczuk said.

State Development Minis-
ter Dr Anthony Lynham said
prescribed project powers
and critical infrastructure
status allowed Queensland’s
independent Coordina-
tor-General to employ spe-
cial powers to help deliver
a project and ensure time-
ly approvals.

“This is about support-
ing a project that will help
deliver a reliable renewable
energy source and support
hundreds of jobs,” Dr Lyn-
ham said.

“It will help deliver energy

stability and contribute to
our commitments to deliver
more renewable energy over
the coming years.”

Minister for Energy Mark
Bailey said Kidston’s 50MW
first stage was the first solar
farm to begin construction
under the Palaszczuk Gov-
ernment’sSolar150program.

“We’re committed to tran-
sitioning to a clean energy
future responsibly which
will see Queensland’s energy
system powered by a mix of
renewables, gas and tradi-
tional baseload generation,”
Mr Bailey said.

– DEREK BARRY

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE: Kidston solar and pumped storage project near
Georgetown has been given special status.


